
To: City Council 

From: Paul T. Esser, Mayor  

Re:         Ordinance Creating 9.08.110 Prohibiting the Practice of Conversion Therapy on Minors

Date:     May 14, 2021

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Background
The practice of conversion therapy on minors is a practice that has proven to do significant harm to a 
person’s physical and psychological well-being. The prevailing opinion of the medical and psychological 
community condemning this practice is documented in statements, articles, and reports from 
organizations such as the American Psychological Association, American Medical Association, World 
Health Organization, and many others. 

On May 6, the Youth & Families Commission met and discussed the proposed ordinance prohibiting the 
practice of conversion therapy on minors in the City of Sun Prairie. 

Discussion
In 1973, the American Psychiatric Association (APA) officially removed the diagnosis of “homosexuality” 
from the second edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (DSM). Additionally, other 
organizations have concluded that bisexuality is not an illness and does not require treatment (American 
School Counselor), identifying as transgender is not a mental health disorder (World Health 
Organization), and conversion therapy can promote guilt and anxiety (American Academy of Pediatrics). 

Data supporting claims of serious danger to minors and change ineffectiveness are significant. According 
to The Trevor Project’s 2020 National Survey on LGBTQ+ Youth Mental Health: 

 6 out of 10 LGBTQ+ youth said that someone attempted to convince them to change their sexual 
orientation. 

 10% of LGBTQ+ youth reported undergoing conversion therapy and 78% reporting it occurred 
when they were under the age of 18. 

 Youth who reported undergoing conversion therapy also reported more than twice the rate of 
attempting suicide in the previous year compared to those who did not. 

It is important to protect the LGBTQ+ youth of Sun Prairie by banning this practice. In order for the City 
of Sun Prairie to prosper, we must speak out against harmful practices that impact vulnerable 
communities. The attached ordinance is a protective action that tangibly honors our commitment to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion.

https://www.thetrevorproject.org/survey-2020/


Conclusion
On May 6, the Youth and Families Commission recommended the City Council adopt the ordinance. I am 
in support of their recommendation.


